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The Marxist journal, “Platypus Review”, published an article by Herb Gamberg which attacked anarchism by focusing on Bakunin. wayne price wrote a response and Gamberg replied, in PR. The following is wayne’s original response plus his new reply to Gamberg’s latest comments.
 
 
 
The Marxist journal, Platypus Review, published an attack on anarchism (focusing on Michael Bakunin) by Herb Gamberg (PR 64/March 2014): “Anarchism through Bakunin: A Marxist Assessment”

http://platypus1917.org/2014/03/02/anarchism-bakunin-ma...ment/

I wrote a response (PR 65/ April 2014): “In Defense of Anarchism: A Response to Herb Gamberg”

http://platypus1917.org/2014/04/01/defense-anarchism-re...berg/

Gamberg wrote a reply to me and another anarchist (PR 66/ May 2014):

“On Anarchism and Marxism: In Response to price and Swenson”

http://platypus1917.org/2014/05/06/anarchism-marxism-re...nson/

I am re-printing below my April response to Herb Gamberg, followed by a brand new reply to his last comments.
 
In Defense of Anarchism: A Response to Herb Gamberg 
Herb Gamberg’s essay “Anarchism Through Bakunin; A Marxist Assessment” [1] is not meant to be a balanced discussion of Michael Bakunin’s strengths and weaknesses, nor is it a comparison of the strengths and weaknesses of anarchism and Marxism. It is a direct, full-throated attack on anarchism, using Bakunin as his focus in the name of Marxism.

In this, he makes a mistake. Important as Bakunin was in initiating the anarchist movement, it is easy to overstate his significance. Anarchism has a different relationship to its “founding fathers” than does Marxism. Marxists are, well, Marxists; also Leninists, Trotskyists, Maoists, etc. Anarchists are not Bakuninists, Kropotkinists, mor Goldmanites. Anarchism is more of a collective product. For example, that Bakunin had a penchant for imagining elitist, secret conspiratorial societies is true enough, but this soon dropped out of the movement. Instead, many of today’s anarchists are for democratic federations of revolutionary anarchists, which openly participate in broader movements (e.g., “neo-platformism” or “especifismo”). Similarly, Gamberg may criticize Bakunin for his lack of theoretical activity, but this could not be said of Peter Kropotkin or of current anarchists.

To respond to Gamberg, it is necessary to understand what he means by Marxism, his version of Marxism. This is clarified by a tossed-off line: “20
