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THIS IS A vital question for revolutionaries: if technology is neutral, then a successful revolution will solve the problems caused by the operation of existing technologies, such as the oppressiveness of workplaces, the danger, pollution and social dislocation of traffic and the environmental destruction of industry and agriculture. Damage to the environment as a result of social and economic development is not new. In pre-Christian times vast forests were reduced to plains by human agriculture, for example. What is new is the global scale of the routine, daily damage to air (pollution), land (poisoning & loss of soil), and water (pollution & drought).

Following the revolution, the working class worldwide, having seized control of workplaces, land and streets, would direct current technology to benefit the the vast majority (the working class) rather than the tiny ruling class minority, as at present. If, however, technology is a social institution with inherent qualities which enhance or limit/damage human abilities and health (and that of the natural environment), then workers will have to weigh up the pros and cons of different technologies. People will have to decide — through the new post revolutionary organizations such as worker-neighborhood assemblies etc — which technologies to use (e.g bikes, trams), which to adapt/limit (small scale-local solar and wind power) and which to discard (cars and nuclear fission-fusion). Technology consists of the tools and machines used by society and the relations between them implied by their use. It is not neutral:the social relations of production (boss/worker) are reflected in machines and tools , which interact with, and reinforce social patterns e.g the ‘transport poor’ resulting from cars and class society. Similarly, the heirachical regimentation of workers, although it appearing to be a necessity resulting from production technology, is built into technology as a reflection of the social division of labor.
Control 
Technological innovation has been used to increase efficiency and maximize profits, and to maintain and optimize the control of bosses over workers (both in and outside the workplace). Where profit and control come into conflict, control is usually prioritized, as a loss of control puts profit, and ultimately the boss class itself, at risk.

Present day technological society dates from the industrial revolution and the new science of the 17
