
Carlo Tresca
IWW Leader and Enemy of

Big-Business-Owned, Yellow Unions
March 9, 1879 — January 11, 1943
Description : Though he started as a Socialist, Tresca died an Anarchist. He edited a

number of papers which stood up for workers' rights and denounced the hypocrisy and
corruption of those in power. One of his favorite targets was the clergy who he attacked
relentlessly. (From : Anarchy Archives)
Tags : iww, anarchist, socialist, american, italian, anti-fascist, anti-mob, labor unionist,

reproductive rights, activist.
Quotes :

"The army is the most monstrous, immoral, degenerate organism of
brutal force." (From : "Carlo Tresca: Portrait of a Rebel," by Nunzio
Pernicone.)
"It is necessary to see these slaves as I have seen them.  Then no one
would repeat the lie that work ennobles; rather, as a reproach to
capitalism, they would say that work brutalizes and kills." (From : "Carlo
Tresca: Portrait of a Rebel," by Nunzio Pernicone.)
"Come redeeming socialism, come. Only then will the mine cease to
be what it is today, a rich tomb created for men by the cruel and blind
improvidence of capitalism." (From : "Carlo Tresca: Portrait of a Rebel," by
Nunzio Pernicone.)

Biography :
 Carlo Tresca was born in Italy and moved to the United States in 1904 to escape a jail

sentence for libel associated with the paper he was editing at the time.
Though he started as a Socialist, Tresca died an Anarchist. He edited a number of papers

which stood up for workers' rights and denounced the hypocrisy and corruption of those in
power. One of his favorite targets was the clergy who he attacked relentlessly. Tresca was
also a skilled labor agitator, leading strikes and urging workers to stand up for their rights.
Dorothy Gallagher's book All the Right Enemies--The Life and Murder of Carlo Tresca

is an excellent history of Tresca's life, as is the more recent biography by Nunzio Pernicone, 
Carlo Tresca: Portrait of a Rebel. Gallagher says in her preface, "to thousands of Italian
immigrants Tresca was a hero; to the FBI he was 'notorious'; to a number of American
intellectuals and labor leaders he was a counsel; to American and Italian fascists, a serious
adversary; to the Communist party of the 1930s a renegade and Trotskyite; to rival
anarchists, a spy and traitor; to his friends a joy; to women, overpoweringly attractive; to the
man who killed him, little more than a contract." Given this, there can be little doubt that
Tresca was a man who was as respected as he was hated, and ultimately hated enough to
be murdered.
From : Anarchy Archives.
Chronology :

March 09, 1879 : Carlo Tresca's Birth Day.
January 11, 1943 : Carlo Tresca's Death Day.
November 16, 2016 : Carlo Tresca's Added.



February 21, 2022 : Carlo Tresca's Updated.
Links :

 • Anarchy Archives: Carlo Tresca Archive
http://dwardmac.pitzer.edu/Anarchist_Archives/bright/tresca/index.html
 • Anarchopedia: Carlo Trescahttp://eng.anarchopedia.org/Carlo_Tresca
 • Wikipedia: Carlo Trescahttps://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carlo_Tresca
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